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they said, sate him down upon the bench; whereupon the
man and his wife, looking at each other and smiling at his
importunity, gave him bread, eggs and milk. He, therefore,
seeing that by such profitable dissimulation he might relieve
not only his own necessities but those of the brethren also,
went to twelve houses and begged in like fashion; whereby
he gained enough to feed his seven brethren.
We may end with a final specimen of the good friar's pious impor-
tunity. He had been sent on a deputation to the Pope to protest against
brother Elias's tyranny and violations of the Franciscan Rule.
(c. 63.) In the year 1238 the brethren of the province of
Saxony...were compelled to appeal to the Pope. So brother
Jordan, when he came into the Pope's presence and had
saluted him, and had received the command to withdraw,
would by no means go forth from the chamber, but rather
hastened with jocund face to his Holiness's bed1, and drew
forth his naked foot and kissed it, saying, " Lo! we have no
such relics as this in Saxony!" And, when the lord Pope
would still have sent them forth, brother Jordan said; ((Nay,
my lord, we have no petition for ourselves, for we live in all
abundance and glory; but you are the father and protector
and corrector of our Order, therefore are we come to see
you." So at last the Pope was merry, and sat up in his bed
and asked wherefore they were come.
He now went carefully into the question; and Jordan's deputation
finally retired, having succeeded in its main object
t
24       THE ENGLISH  MISSION
Though Thomas of Eccleston lacked himself the extraordinarily
engaging personality of Jordan, his chronicle is longer and far more
detailed. The reader must use some caution, however, in accepting
commentaries on Thomas such as those of Dr Brewer in his intro-
duction to Monumenta Frandscana^ R. S., 1858, Dr Jessopp in his Coming
of the Friary and Father Cuthbert in his translation of the Chronicle.
Eccleston tells us plainly himself that he looks back on a past heroic age:
yet he wrote about 1258. By far the best edition is that of Prof. A. G.
Little (1909)1 but I give here the pagination of the Rolls edition, as the
most accessible: my translation is abridged here and there.
,    * It was common for kings, nobles and dignitaries to receive Audiences either
in or on their beds.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